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WASTE MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.08 pm]: I inform the house of the 
ongoing drive in waste management since the recent appointment of members to the Waste Authority on 26 June 
this year, including the chairman, Marcus Geisler. The Waste Authority’s Infinity Awards were announced on 
Friday, 31 August. I wish to acknowledge the very deserving winners in the following categories: business, 
Waste not Wood not; community, Bus Preservation Society of WA; government, Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority; “Waste Wise Schools”, Badgingarra Primary School; and Waste Champion, Colin Leek. Details of 
the winning projects, together with all finalists’ projects, can be found on the Waste Authority website. I 
congratulate all entrants for their excellent submissions. The 2012 Infinity Awards evolved following a 
conversation the former chairman Mr Peter Fitzpatrick and I had at the 2011 Waste Awards. I was delighted to 
see how the event has grown into a wonderful celebration of Western Australians who are keen to participate in 
improving waste outcomes in this state.  
I am equally pleased to inform the house that I announced the approval of the Waste Authority’s business plan 
on 27 August, enabling full implementation of the waste strategy to commence. The business plan provides 
ample and meaningful opportunities for participation in improving waste outcomes by state and local 
government, industry and the community in a range of programs under the strategy’s five strategic objectives. 
There is significant funding for program areas with the highest level of stakeholder participation. These are the 
best-practice programs, which apply most directly to local government; and the communication and promotion 
programs that support strategic partnerships and co-investment in engagement activities with the community, 
business and government.  

A state waste communications strategy will be developed to provide coordination and encourage improved waste 
management in collaboration with stakeholders. Important planning work is currently underway to model the 
number and type of facilities that WA’s growing population will require if we are to achieve the targets outlined 
in the waste strategy. 

The Waste Authority is currently reviewing regulatory frameworks to ensure that Western Australia’s system is 
robust and supports best-practice operations across all waste management activities. I am especially pleased to 
inform the house of this government’s ongoing support for a proven range of programs delivered largely through 
local government or regional councils. The household hazardous waste, WA transitional e-waste and mattress 
recycling programs have netted enormous environmental benefits for this state. This government has given these 
programs a substantial budget injection in the Waste Authority’s 2012–13 business plan, and I look forward to 
their continued contribution to improved waste outcomes in Western Australia.  
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